
Th
e

 Ele
m

e
n

ta
ry Ed

u
c

a
tio

n
 S

ys
te

m
 in

 In
d

ia
S

h
a

rm
a

R
a

m
a

c
h

a
n

d
ra

n
 

Editors:
Rashmi Sharma*Vimala Ramachandran 

5
6

Exploring Institutional Structures,
Processes And Dynamics

Exploring Institutional Structures,
Processes And Dynamics

THE ELEMENTARY THE ELEMENTARY 
EDUCATION SYSTEM IN INDIAEDUCATION SYSTEM IN INDIA

d

About the Book:
This book examines the elementary education 'system' i.e. the 
institutional structures, processes and dynamics that frame it. It 
unravels and analyses the inability of the system to achieve high 
quality education for all. Though the contexts of social inequity, 
poverty and illiteracy in which schools are situated needs to be 
kept in view, the authors argue that the institutional structures, 
processes and dynamics play a critical role in terms of the extent to 
which quality and equity in education are promoted, or the 
existing social context is reproduced. Therefore, the education 
system needs to be scrutinized in detail.

The book will be  particular interest to those in education, public 
policy and administration, sociology, politics, South Asian studies, 
and research methodology.
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Rashmi Sharma

Vimala Ramachandran

 is in the Indian Administrative Service, and has 
been educated at the University of Delhi and Princeton University. 
She has an abiding interest in governance in India, and in changing 
it for the better. She has written extensively on decentralisation and 
elementary education, including a forthcoming book, Local 
Government in India: Policy and Practice.   

 is Managing Director, Educational 
Resource Unit (ERU) Consultants Pvt. Ltd, New Delhi. She has 
been working on elementary education, girls' education and 
women's empowerment issues. Apart from her recent co-edited 
book, Ground Realities: Abortion in India (Routledge 2007), she has 
published extensively on gender, education and health.
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